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	ABARI Case Management Prioritisation Matrix 

	Risk level 
	HIGH
	MEDIUM
	LOW
	NO

	Definition
	Child significantly harmed or at risk of significant harm or death if left in his/her present circumstances without protective intervention.
	Child is harmed to some degree if left in his/her present circumstances without protective intervention. However there is no evidence that the child is at risk of significant harm or death.

	Child is at risk of harm if left in his/her present circumstances without protective intervention.
	Child found to be not at risk of harm or is no longer at risk of harm.

	Timeframe for response
	Comprehensive assessment Immediately after registration & initial assessment, before leaving the child.

Case plan
Within 3 days after the assessment.

Follow-up 
At least twice a week as soon as case plan implementation has started.

Case review 
At least every month.

	Comprehensive assessment 
Within 3 days after registration & initial assessment.


Case plan
Within one week after the assessment.

Follow-up 
At least once a week as soon as case plan implementation has started. 

Case review 
At least every two months.
	Comprehensive assessment 
Within one week after registration & initial assessment. 


Case plan
Within two weeks after assessment.

Follow-up 
At least once every two weeks as soon as case plan implementation has started. 

Case review 
At least every three months.

	No action required or case closure recommended.

Potential monitoring by community-based mechanisms.

	Immediate concerns which need to be addressed immediately before proceeding with any further step in the case management process.
	HEALTH CARE
E.g. child is injured or in need of medication/medical attention within a certain timeframe (including if sexual assault has occurred within the past 120 hours).

SAFETY CONCERNS
E.g. there are indicators of ongoing abuse of the child occurring within the family.

OVERNIGHT/INTERIM CARE REQUIRED
E.g. children without adult care and/or where it is uncertain whether the child’s home or current living arrangements are safe enough to stay in until further assessment is made.

OTHER DIRECT SUPPORT NEEDED
to be contextualised in context.


	Physical violence and abuse
	· Child experiencing or at risk of serious physical violence or abuse with significant harm or death as a result.
· Child with disabilities / under the age of 5 injured in domestic violence incident.
· Child at risk of becoming seriously impaired by treatable condition and his/her parents or legal caretakers fail to provide or consent to treatment.

	· Child experiencing non-injurious physical violence or abuse and is not at risk of significant harm or death.
· Child witnessing physical violence and abuse.


	· Child experienced serious physical violence or abuse with the perpetrator(s) no longer having contact with the child but without the child having adequate support from family, community and service providers.
· Child living in household with reported incidents of domestic violence.
	· No violence present (factors causing or potentially causing harm have been addressed or removed).
· Child experienced prior physical violence or abuse with the perpetrator(s) no longer having contact with the child and with the child having adequate support from family, community and service providers.


	Emotional violence and abuse
	· Child is being persistently belittled, isolated, discriminated against, humiliated, threatened and intimidated or treated in another non-physical but hostile form by a significant caregiver or another person in frequent contact with the child.
	· Significant caregiver’s (or another person in frequent contact with the child) approach to the child over the age of 5 is emotionally harmful in a non-physical manner (e.g. occasional belittling, isolation or humiliation).
	· Child is at risk of being negatively treated differently to other siblings/children by a significant caregiver or another person in frequent contact with the child.
	· Factors causing or potentially causing the emotional harm have been addressed (caregiver received support or person causing harm no longer has contact with the child).

	
	· Significant caregiver’s (or another person in frequent contact with the child) approach to the child who is disabled / under the age of 5 is emotionally harmful in a non-physical manner (e.g. occasional belittling, isolation or humiliation).

	
	
	

	Sexual violence, abuse and exploitation
	· Child experiencing or at risk of sexual violence, abuse and/or exploitation where the person causing harm has access to the child.
· Child experienced sexual violence, abuse and/or exploitation within the last 120 hours.
· Underage mother with a child with disabilities.
· Child who is married below age of consent without the child having adequate support from family, community and service providers.
· Child who became pregnant as a result of rape (and may be forced to marry).
· Child engaged to be married below age of consent regardless of consent; marriage to occur in less than one month. 
· Child engaged to be married; above age of consent and not consenting to marriage.

	· Child experienced sexual violence, abuse and/or exploitation in the past (more than 120 hours ago) with the perpetrator(s) no longer having contact with the child but without the child having adequate support from family, community and service providers.
· Child who is married below age of consent with the child having adequate support from family, community and service providers.
· Child engaged to be married below age of consent regardless of consent; marriage to occur in more than one month. 
· Child engaged to be married; above age of consent and consenting to marriage.
	· Child experienced sexual violence, abuse and/or exploitation in the past (more than 120 hours ago) with the perpetrator(s) no longer having contact with the child and with the child having adequate support from family, community and service providers.
· Child who is married above age of consent.

	· No sexual violence, abuse and/or exploitation present (factors causing or potentially causing harm have been addressed or removed).


	Neglect
	· Serious injury or illness due to neglect from caregiver (e.g. malnutrition with no apparent causal factors or failure to seek timely and appropriate medical care for a serious physical or mental health problem).
· Child with disabilities / under the age of 5 being neglected by caregiver.

	· Caregiver fails to protect a child from non-injurious harm or to fulfil a child’s right to basic necessities.
· Caregiver being emotionally or psychologically unavailable or chronically inattentive to a child; failing to nurture or encourage the child; denying the child warmth and opportunities for developmental enrichment or exposing the child to intimate partner violence and substance abuse.

	· Caregiver fails to provide safe and appropriate adult supervision that – in the light of the child’s age, development or situation, duration and frequency of the unsupervised time and the environment in which a child is left unsupervised – places the child at risk of harm.

	· Factors causing or potentially causing the harm have been addressed (caregiver received support and factors causing or potentially causing harm have been addressed or removed).

	Child labour
	· Child involved in or at risk of entering the Worst Forms of Child Labour, including: forced or bonded labour, recruitment into the armed forces or an armed group, trafficking, sexual exploitation, illicit work or life-threatening hazardous work.
	· Children under the age of 14/15 in child labour (including children under the age of 12/13 in light work).
· Child above the age of 14/15 in non-life-threatening hazardous work.
	· Parents are threatening to send the child under the age of 14/15 into child labour (including children under the age of 12/13 doing light work).
· Parents are threatening to send the child above the age of 14/15 into non-life-threatening hazardous work.
	· The child is no longer in child labour or at risk of child labour and supports have been put in place to ensure the child does not return to child labour.
· Child in productive and stimulating work activities (not affecting their health, development and education).


	Mental disorders and psychosocial distress
	· Child in severe distress to a risk of suicide, self-harm (including risky behavior such as substance abuse), harm to others and/or apathy.
· Child with serious mental disorder(s).

	· Child is showing signs of distress for 6-8 weeks after signs began with no change or improvement, while other children are recovering.
	· Child is showing signs of normal distress – including physical, cognitive, emotional symptoms and changes in behaviour – for less than 6-8 weeks after signs began and without the child having adequate support from family, community and service providers.



	· Child is showing signs of normal distress – including physical, cognitive, emotional symptoms and changes in behaviour – for less than 6-8 weeks after signs began and the child has adequate support from family, community and service providers.
· The child’s psychosocial wellbeing is restored; the child is engaged in a range of activities and is not displaying physical, cognitive, emotional symptoms of distress or behaviours of concern.


	Unaccompanied and Separated Children
	· Unaccompanied child without access to appropriate care and support.
· Separated child under the age of 15 in highly vulnerable care arrangement (e.g. more than 8 children in household, caregivers into substance abuse, single vulnerable caregiver - physical/mental illness, disability, elderly).

	· Unaccompanied child under the age of 15 with access to appropriate care and support.
· Separated child at the age of 15 and above in highly vulnerable care arrangement (e.g. more than 8 children in household, caregivers into substance abuse, single vulnerable caregiver - physical/mental illness, disability, elderly).

	· Unaccompanied child at the age of 15 and above with access to appropriate (temporary or recently placed long-term) care and support (e.g. supported and monitored independent living arrangement).
· Separated child with access to appropriate (temporary or recently placed long-term) care and support.

	· Unaccompanied and/or separated child who has been reunited with family or is placed in long-term and durable alternative care,  where the child is being adequately cared for and the situation has been monitored with follow-up for at least 6 months, with no issues arising.


	Children Associated with Armed Forces and Armed Groups
	· Child associated with armed forces or armed groups.
· Child at risk of being recruited into armed forces or armed groups.
· Child released from or has left armed forces or armed groups and who is at risk of significant harm due to discrimination, violence and/or abuse.

	· Child released from or has left armed forces or armed groups and who is at risk of harm due to discrimination, violence and/or abuse.
· Child released from or has left armed forces or armed groups and not receiving support or services as needed.
	· Child released from or has left armed forces or armed groups in temporary care arrangement or recently reunited/placed in a long-term care arrangement and receiving support and services as needed.



	· Child released from or has left armed forces or armed groups who has been reunited with family or is placed in long-term and durable alternative care where the child is being adequately cared for, the child has been reintegrated into the community and the situation has been monitored with follow-up for at least 6 months with no issues arising.


	Children in contact with the law
	· Child deprived of liberty (arrested or in detention).
· Child in conflict with the law who enters the formal justice system with no possibility for being diverted to appropriate child-friendly alternative sentencing and restorative justice measures.

	· Child in conflict with the law who enters formal justice system with the possibility of being diverted to appropriate child-friendly alternative sentencing and restorative justice measures.

	· Child in conflict with the law who did not enter formal justice system but is at risk of doing so if services are not provided.
· Child in contact with the law as witness or victim and without adequate family, community and/or juvenile justice system support.

	· Children in conflict with the law who have been diverted from the justice system or to appropriate child-friendly alternative sentencing and restorative justice measures and where the situation has been monitored for at least 3 months with no further risk present.
· Child in contact with the law as witness or victim and with adequate family, community and/or juvenile justice system support.










