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	Reliability of source
	Credibility of data

	A. Completely reliable
	1. Confirmed by other sources

	B. Usually reliable
	2. Probably true

	C. Fairly reliable
	3. Possibly true

	D. Not usually reliable
	4. Doubtful

	E. Unreliable
	5. Improbable

	F. Reliability cannot be judged
	6. Truth cannot be judged



Reliability of source:
A	Completely reliable refers to a tried and tested source which may be depended upon with confidence. These are extremely rare and should be kept for special occasions.
B 	Usually reliable refers to a source which has been successful in the past but for which there is still some element of doubt in a particular case. This should be used for sources of known integrity such as EU and UN agencies, military entities, some major NGOs, etc.
C 	Fairly reliable refers to a source which has occasionally been used in the past and
upon which some degree of confidence may be based. Some press sources and
NGOs could fit in here.
D 	Not usually reliable refers to a source which has been used in the past but has
proved more often than not to be unreliable. Some press sources and NGOs could fit
in here.
E	Unreliable refers to a source which has been used in the past and has been proven
unworthy of any confidence.
F	Reliability cannot be judged refers to a source which has not been used in the past.

Credibility of data:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 	Confirmed by other sources is applicable when a source different than the originally
reporting one confirms the data independently of the first source.
2 	Probably true indicates confirmation of essential parts of reported data by another
source. Aerial imagery is included in this category.
3 	Possibly true means that investigation of a reported fact or action has revealed no
further data, however the data is compatible with previous actions or background data available.
4 	Doubtful is applicable to an item of data if it tends to conflict with previously reported
data.
5 	Improbable is applicable if an item of data contradicts previously reported data.
6 	Truth cannot be judged is applicable if any freshly reported item of data cannot be
compared with data from any other source. It is used when 1-5 cannot be applied. It preferred to use a rating of 6 rather than an inaccurate 1-5 rating.

The rating is not a progressive degree of accuracy. It only helps to formalize the credibility of data received. Therefore it is not foolproof. The letters and numerals are independent of each other and give an overall evaluation of the data. For example, a source known to be unreliable (E) might provide accurate data which is confirmed by other sources and therefore given the rating of E1. Additionally, a report evaluated as F6
maybe totally accurate and should not be routinely disregarded.

Source: EU - Assessment manual of best practices in various types of emergency
