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A. COUNTRY BRIEFING
1. Basic Country Data

1.1 Population: 15,076,000
1.2 Area: 538,943,669 square kms
1.3 Capital city: Collinstown (population 2,008,000) 
1.4 Ethnic Composition: 
Abbanians 30%; Denverites 60%; Other (10%)
1.5 Languages: Abbanian (North); Genesian (South). Both languages are very similar. English is widely spoken in major cities or towns but less so beyond these areas.
1.6 Religion: Animism
Animism is the main religion in Genesis. Animism is a philosophical, religious or spiritual idea that souls or spirits exist not only in humans but also in other animals, plants, rocks, natural phenomena such as thunder, geographic features such as mountains or rivers, or other entities of the natural environment. (Source: Wikipedia)

It should be noted that the Animist culture has the traditional age of maturity for girls at the time of menstruation. For boys, once they reach the age of 15 they participate in a manhood ceremony at the community level.
1.7 Economy: 
Very low human development indicators with the worst poverty in Abbania Region and the Central Mountains District. High levels of unemployment and poverty in Collinstown. Last year growth dropped to below 4% due to the ongoing effects of the global recession.
Main industries are agriculture, fishing, natural gas and crude petroleum.

Key crops/livestock are coffee, cotton, fishing, sorghum, wheat, barley, and fruit.
2. Geography
2.1 Abbania Region
The northwestern region of Genesis is called Abbania. It is largely comprised of ethnic Abbanians who follow a very traditional lifestyle, practicing traditional Animist beliefs, where people are largely dependent on subsistence living (wheat, barley & sorghum). There are also increasing numbers of undocumented persons crossing the border from Draskani where there has been a civil war for over a decade. The population is difficult to measure as a result of the border crossings but is estimated to be approximately 3 million in urban areas of Abbania. This number may be conservative.

Abbania is the region that has seen the majority of violence between the Abbanian Liberation Army
 (ALA) and the national Genesian Army (GA).

2.2 Central Mountains District
The Central Mountains district has traditionally been a natural barrier between the north and the south of the country. As a result of the size and nature of the mountains, it has been a site for ALA activity and conflicts have been known to break out between ALA forces and the Genesian Army.  There are scattered communities living throughout the mountains area with an estimated total of 700,000. Poverty levels are extremely high in this region with very little infrastructure or support services. The Central Mountains District is also prone to earthquakes and landslides during the rainy season.
2.3 Jelton Region
The southwestern region is known as Jelton. An agriculturally rich area, there are many large farms throughout the region where the main produce is cotton and coffee. The area is quite ethnically diverse and includes Abbanians who relocated south in the hope of better work opportunities or to escape areas known for violent clashes, as well as Denverites. Many Abbanians work on the larger plantations that are mainly owned by Denverites. The capital of Jelton is Jelton City, the second largest city in Genesis with a population of approximately 2 million. 
The region is quite tribal with historical communal conflicts amongst the tribes, which include village raids during which women and children are sometimes abducted.
2.4 Denver Region
Denver, the southeastern region of Genesis is where the capital, Collinstown, is located. The city is largely dominated by Denverites but increasing numbers of Abbanians and displaced persons from nearby Draskani and Mejim have relocated to Collinstown and the surrounding area to seek employment. As a result of this movement, population figures have swelled. As of last year, the figures were approximately 4 million but it is very likely that this figure is conservative.
3. Background to the Emergency
Genesis is a country that, until recently, has experienced relative peace in a region that has been characterised by conflict. In fact, Genesis was generally considered by Western commentators and politicians to be a “shining example of religious and ethnic pluralism” that, it was hoped, would serve as a model for neighbouring countries in the region.

Recently, however, this has changed dramatically. Almost seemingly out of the blue, a conflict has erupted between government forces and rebel groups primarily located in the north of the country that has seen the northern region of Abbania almost cut off completely from the rest of the country and, indeed, from the rest of the world. 

Many political and religious experts have attempted to explain the reasons for this sudden escalation of violence in Genesis. This is a brief synopsis of the general understanding of the history and causes of the violence.

3.1 Historical Background
Generally there are considered to be two major ethnic groups in Genesis, Abbanians and Denverites. Until the 1960s, Abbanians had ruled Genesis for hundreds of years in accordance with the long valued religious traditions of Animism and, for many years, under the leadership of religious ruler, Supreme Leader Fleetwings. 

In the early 1960s, spurred on by similar pro-democratic movements within the wider region, clashes between the two ethnic groups resulted in a civil war that lasted several years before a pro-democratic regime change put members of the Denverite ethnic group into power in 1965. Supreme Leader Fleetwings relocated to Abbania where he continued to lead a large community of primarily ethnic Abbanians.
The potentially disastrous fallout from this civil war was largely minimised by a strong effort to form a government, which included members from both ethnic groups and a nation-wide strong advocacy policy of promoting ethnic and religious pluralism and tolerance throughout Genesis.
To understand one aspect of the current conflict, it is necessary to appreciate the historical religious issues that exist in Genesis. Whilst both ethnic groups are considered to be Animists, the way in which they practice their religion is slightly different. 
Abbanians believe they follow the true path of Animism, in all its ancient traditions and customs. They consider that Denverites have committed a grave sin against their religious customs by being too influenced by modernism, thus degrading their religion and straying from the true path. Denverites consider they follow a more contemporary version of the religion that has adapted to the necessities of the time and in this way, their religion continues to grow and flourish. They believe that Abbanians are living an outdated life, stuck in their ancient ways.
In fact, while these differences continue to exist, particularly in some parts of the country, nationally these old conflicts between Abbanians and Denverites have been largely eroded over the years due to generations of migration and intermarriage. It is only really in Abbania where there is a largely traditional population comprising primarily of Abbanians who continue to live according to ancient religious customs and whose governance is consistent with these traditions, now overseen by Abbanian religious leader – Supreme Leader Fleetwings II, son of the original. 

After the civil war ended, some of the more conservative Abbanian leaders retreated to their traditional lands in the north of Genesis and did not participate in the newly formed government. However, they pledged allegiance to the government and nation of Genesis and a peace accord was signed and generally adhered to in 1965.

In the early 1970s, the newly formed government, under the leadership of the president, General Glaynor, became a Marxist State. This caused a great deal of tension in the North and effectively split the country; from the Central Mountains region northwards unilaterally declared themselves to be Abbania. The south of the mountains region remained Genesis. There were occasional periods of conflict between the north and south but generally, there was nearly 20 years of an uneasy coexistence. In 1990, the two countries were formally unified to become the Republic of Genesis and began to reinstate more democratic elements into its system of government.  General Glaynor has remained in power throughout this time.
For more than 20 years, the country has been largely peaceful. Sporadic violence has occasionally erupted between Government forces and small tribal groups in Abbania, but generally these have been short-lived and civilian casualties have been minimal.

However, certain tensions that have not been addressed by the Government have continued to build in recent years. In 2009 these tensions erupted into violence throughout Genesis. Most recently this violence has escalated once again. 
3.2 Recent Events

When the global financial crisis erupted in 2008, it hit Abbania particularly hard. This area is largely agricultural and the majority of the population rely on agricultural produce as their main source of income. A mixture of unusually warm weather effecting productivity and the impact of the global economy on the price of grain resulted in a large spike in poverty indicators. This area was already suffering from a lack of development for many years and is now in an even worse state.

The economic downfall created a surge of support for the Abbanian Liberation Army (ALA). The ALA was formed in the mid 1980s, partly in an attempt to group various militias in the area under a common command with common goals and a shared vision. Aside from their belief that Genesis should be led according to traditional customs and beliefs, they also resented the lack of development and government assistance in the region. 
Following a further decline into poverty as a result of the global recession, support for the ALA has massively increased over recent years, as there is a commonly held belief within the community that the Government does not provide sufficient support and resources to the Abbanians. Many believe that Abbania would not be so badly off if the Government had invested more resources into the north. Schools are in disrepair; there are few medical clinics with outdated and broken equipment and a scarcity of supplies. Unemployment is extremely high and many have migrated to the south in search of work. The Abbanian Liberation Army, under the leadership of Commander Gabriel, pledged to provide material assistance to Abbanians in exchange for their support, a promise they followed through on. Partly as a result of migration, support for the ALA grew in the Jelton Region as well as satellite militia groups began to form supporting the Abbanian cause.
In 2009 there were a series of assassination attempts against key government officials, which the ALA claimed responsibility for. The Genesian Army responded and clashes erupted between police and army units against militias in Jelton, armed gangs in Collinstown and the ALA in the central and northern regions of the country. This period of escalated violence lasted approximately 6 months until the government were able to bring about a relative peace through the use of force. Since then, ongoing violent clashes have continued in various parts of the country: albeit to a much less degree. 

On 17 May 2012, an assassination was attempted on the President of Genesis, General Glaynor, at the opening of a new school in Collinstown. The ALA claimed responsibility for this attempt; the first time the President had been directly targeted. The Government response was swift and extensive. The Army entered Abbania and sought to arrest Commander Gabriel. Heavy fighting ensued, persisting until security forces were forced to withdraw. The Genesis Air Force then engaged in airstrikes, reportedly destroying several civilian structures including a school where 80 children are said to have died. 
This did not end the conflict. Since then there have been clashes in Abbania and increasingly in Jelton. The government has labelled the ALA a terrorist group and has instituted a range of repressive measures throughout the country including massive restrictions on the press and curtailing freedom of movement within the country. The Government also claims that the ALA is receiving support with weapons and financial support (as well as providing a safe haven across the border) from Draskani.

The recent spate of civil conflict within the region in response to economic difficulties and lack of civil liberties has also given the ALA increasing support.

On July 24 2012, militia groups, claiming allegiance to the ALA, attacked a government building in Collinstown. Approximately 20 government employees were killed before the Genesian Army was able to take control of the building. All members of the militia group were killed during the operation.
Since then, fighting has intensified in Abbania and Jelton between various militia groups and the ALA on one side and the Genesian Army on the other.

4. Political Context – Conflicting Narratives 
4.1 The Genesian Govt
Since the beginning of this conflict, the government has engaged in a nationwide and international campaign to discredit the Abbanian Liberation Army (ALA) and its supporters as a fundamentalist terrorist group.

The Genesian government strongly argues the ALA has triggered the conflict with the ultimate aim of overthrowing the President and forcing the Genesian Army to wage a defensive war on the States behalf.

According to the Government, the Abbanians main function is to spread fundamentalist religious dogma throughout the country as well as anti-government sentiment in order to create another civil war. They have also publicly stated that Draskani is supporting the ALA politically, financially and militarily. Draskani is a neighbouring country with similar Animist beliefs that has been experiencing a long and bloody civil war
4.2 The Abbanian Liberation Army (ALA)

The ALA has a very different version of events. Firstly, it should be noted that there are a range of Abbanian political and social members of the community beyond the ALA who do not support the ALA’s resort to violence and its military tactics. However, most Abbanians are united in the belief that that the Genesian Government has been systematically marginalising Abbanians for too long.

The ALA has several issues with the Genesian Government on political, doctrinal and economic grounds. Doctrinally, it views Denverites’ version of Animism to be sacrilegious; a watered down approach to religious tradition that is tantamount to heresy. Politically, it has linked the perceived modernism of Denverites to its relationship with the West, accusing the government of being puppets of Western Imperialism; in particular, it has accused the Government of being under the control of the US. Economically, it claims that Abbanians have been systematically marginalised for decades, manifested in the chronic lack of development in Abbania and the soaring rise in the rate of poverty in the area. This, it says, proves that the Government does not care about the Abbanians.

That said, they dispute the assertion by the Government that its intent is to remove the President from power and take over the country. They claim that their desire is simply to be largely left alone. They would like the Government to simply stop discriminating against Abbanians, provide Abbania with sufficient resources to allow for a decent standard of living and that’s it. They claim that they would not need to take violent action if the Government was not using any excuse to shell their villages and kill their children.

Naturally enough, the Government disputes this argument.

4.3 A Neighbouring Issue – The Problem with Draskani

There has been a raging civil war in Draskani for over a decade, which has had an impact on Genesis. The ethnic majority in Draskani is Abbanian, with the ethnic minority largely composed of Denverites. The tensions between Denverites and Abbanians in Draskani led to the formation over 20 years ago of a rebel group called the Movement for Draskani/Denverite Freedom (MDF) which consists purely of ethnic Denverites. The Government of Genesis has been accused of supporting the MDF and supporting the use of areas in Abbania for MDF training camps. The border is extremely porous, resulting in large cross-border movements of ALA members training in Draskani and MDF members training in Abbania, as well as a large flood of refugees from Draskani seeking safe haven in Abbania.

B. KEY THINGS FOR YOU TO KNOW ABOUT GENESIS
Impact of the Humanitarian Situation

· Demographic patterns in Genesis support the notion that some 53% of those affected by the conflict and displacement in Genesis are children.

· While it is accepted that there are large numbers of unaccompanied and separated children throughout the country, there is no sense of the scale and no knowledge on the dynamics and patterns of separation.  The ICRC has a Restoring Family Links programme in Genesis, but there are no specific programmes targeting separated and unaccompanied children.  

· Internally displaced women’s groups have reported that their displacement has been characterized by increased exposure to sexual and gender-based violence, including domestic violence and early marriage.  
· Communities report ongoing recruitment of children by armed groups, including confirmed recruitment by the ALA and unsubstantiated reports of recruitment by Draksani rebel groups (MDF) and the Genesis Army.  Adolescents are known to be participating in both the political and ethnic conflicts throughout Genesis.  
· There are increasing fears of the abduction and/or trafficking of children, particularly in border areas.   

· The outbreak of ethnic violence and political unrest in Genesis is the culmination of a slow build-up of ethnic and political tension built over the course of several years. Ethnic conflict has become especially explosive in camps throughout the country where previously divided ethnic groups are jointly living.  This includes ethnic tensions between Denverite and Abbanian IDPs in Collinstown and surrounding areas and between Draksani refugees, Abbanian IDPs and host communities in Abbania. 
· More and more humanitarian organizations and NGOs have begun to arrive – there is increased competition among these as they have all begun to set up their programmes in the same areas, while other more difficult to reach areas outside the city remain unassisted.  Organizations are largely working in an ad hoc manner, and the government has little capacity to monitor or help to coordinate their work.  
· In urban areas where traditional practices are less common, there is a strong push for institutional care for children separated from their primary caregivers. 
Legal Framework

· The Ministry of Social Welfare is responsible for matters concerning children and families… The Ministry’s work tends to focus on urban centres… and it has relatively few staff members, especially in rural areas…
· The age of criminal responsibility is 8 years, and there are very limited protection provisions for child perpetrators, victims or witnesses of crime. Very few Family and Children Protection Units (FCPUs) are available in Genesis, those that do exist are in urban districts in Collinstown.  Children are imprisoned with adults and the justice system is punitive rather than restorative. Whilst the Government announced 6 months ago that it was going to expand FCPUs throughout regional police stations, it has yet to do so.  
· The Government of Genesis has ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the two Optional Protocols. However, they have yet to be fully integrated into national law. Six months ago, a Ministry of Defense Directive decreed an official policy of non-recruitment of those under 18 for combat. 
Social Norms and Community-Based Mechanisms 

Role of women and care for children

· In Abbania society, women and men have traditionally worked side by side with relative equality within the Abbanian family, albeit with separate and well-defined roles.  Previous years of relative peace and economic prosperity were characterized with increased social roles and empowerment of women.  As a result, both men and women tend to form strong community ties and community groups can be found among many communities.   
· According to Animist beliefs, children should be cared for by their own community.  Amongst the more religious Abbania ethnic group as well as among some Denverite communities, there is a strong history of extended families as well as community leaders providing care for children whose parents have left the community (for work, etc.) or orphans.  
· Communities have developed new ways to cope with the increase in both risks and cases of sexual violence resulting from economic, social and political breakdown that has characterized the conflict in Genesis.  In response to traditional norms around the non-marriageability of girls/women who have been raped, one of the forms of community justice that has emerged is for perpetrators of rape to marry their victims.  Victims who do not abide by this practice are often ostracized from their communities.   
· In some cases, children have been reported as being placed in institutional care by single parents and those experiencing severe poverty.
Region-specific analysis

DENVER REGION/COLLINSTOWN

· The Ministry of Social Welfare as well as religious and women’s groups have established residential care institutions ‘for especially vulnerable children’.  These are providing care for the high numbers of IDP children who are arriving in Collinstown without their parents.  There have been a number of reports of children with impoverished caregivers (and/or single parents) abandoned to these centres. 

· There has been an increase in the number of street children in Collinstown as IDP youth have left their families and communities in the camps in order to eke out a living on the streets.   There are reports of political leaders increasingly mobilizing these youth to participate in on-going civil and political unrest in Collinstown.

· There have been many missing person reports recently of boys/youth.  It is believed that many of these are being arrested and detained by police for ‘behaving suspiciously’ or for being found unaccompanied on the streets at night. Police have confirmed that they are detaining those suspected of being involved in violent activities but will not release the details of those they’ve detained. ICRC has been allowed access to some detention facilities but its reports are confidential.  

· There have been increased incidents of GBV within the IDP/refugee communities in the camps.  This includes increased sexual violence perpetrated against adolescent girls and women, with no information available on the perpetrators.   As a result of the traditional norms and response to sexual violence, it is assumed that there is significant under reporting of rape.   Women and children have reported increased exposure to domestic violence, believed to be a result of increased frustration among the displaced.   
· With the influx of displaced persons into urban areas in Collinstown and beyond, there has been a notable increase in sex workers on the streets. It is believed many of these sex workers are young IDP or refugee girls.

· Civil society organisations have reported the arrest and detention of many of their colleagues. They say the government is illegally and falsely imprisoning them. The government has taken significant measures to censor the public. Some of these organisations reporting missing staff include student organisations, both secondary and university.  


JELTON REGION 
· There is a small Ministry of Social Welfare office in Jelton City with a small group of staff and a Director-General.  

· While cattle raids have been a traditional form of conflict among tribal groups in the region, with the on-going deterioration of the economic and political situation in the country, there has been a significant increase in the frequency and violence of these incidents.  

· These raids continue to be characterized by the abduction of women and children, with a new pattern emerging of sexual violence/rape of women/girls abducted.  In response to this new threat, early marriage as well as increased restrictions on the movement and social participation of women/girls has begun to emerge as a preventative coping mechanism. 

· An increase in the participation of younger men and youth in these cattle raids has been observed.   With the proliferation of small arms, there has been a significant increase in the use of guns, and therefore casualties, as a result of these raids.   

· In response to the increase in these raids, tribal leaders have begun to form armed ‘community protection cadres’.  The eldest unmarried male in each family is expected to participate in these cadres.

· The Mayor and the Chief of Police have been training ‘community police’ in villages throughout the South West Region to respond to the increase in community protection cadres. In the last month there have been several clashes between the two groups with 5 community members reported dead and a further 30 injured. 

· Given that the area is largely agricultural, child labour is a common practice among communities in the region. Both boys and girls (or when they have finished primary school) are expected to contribute to the economic wellbeing of the family through work on the family farms. With the increasing militarisation of communities, this practice is increasing – as older children are expected to provide protection for the family and community, younger children are expected to continue farming to support the family.

· School attendance is extremely low throughout the Jelton region. In the last few months, reported attendance has dropped below half and of those still attending, a very small percentage are girls.

ABBANIA REGION
· There are no government social workers based here. 

· With very high levels of unemployment and poverty and few livelihood opportunities, communities are reporting that many youth and men have left the community.  It is thought that most of these have migrated to the south in search of work and opportunities, but there are increasing rumours of on-going recruitment campaigns conducted by the ALA.

· Most IDP families have been displaced as a result of two separate unrelated dynamics: 

· Organized Government relocation of IDPs and refugees into organized camps in Abbania – due to the large numbers of IDPs and refugees to be relocated, the Government has decided to undertake this relocation through a phased approach.  In recognition of their particular vulnerabilities, women & children are being relocated as part of the first phase, while men are relocated through a second phase.  These two phases are generally one day apart. There are rumours that the true reason for this phased approach is to allow the government and security forces to undertake “sweeps” of men and youth to “weed out” ALA collaborators or those who may be likely to be recruited. Some of the relocated women have reported that men in their households never joined them.

· Displacement due to the landslides in the east of Abbania – landslide occurred in the middle of the day while children were at school and adults at work or in the home. As a result, families were displaced separately as people fled the area trying to escape. Generally, all the affected communities have been displaced into the same general areas of Abbania, and there have been reports of families spontaneously reunifying; however many families continue to be separated. 

· As per traditional Animist beliefs and tradition, extended families and communities have begun to care for children who have been separated from their primary care givers.  In some locations where entire communities have generally been displaced together, these care arrangements are being set up by pre-existing community-based women’s networks who have quickly re-mobilized where they have settled.   
· In IDP/refugee locations where different ethnic and/or religious groups (Abbanian and Denverite ethnic groups, Draskani refugees, etc) are cohabiting, particularly camps being organized by the government, there are increased reports of ethnic and religious tension and conflict.  While some ethnic and religious leaders have called for peace and tolerance, many have fermented tension and conflict as part of newly emerging power struggles.  There is also concern about the increased availability of small arms and weapons, and the formation of ‘community defence groups’ to provide security – typically the eldest unmarried male of each family joins the defence group.  
· For Draskani refugee, family separation is a main concern. Significant numbers of unaccompanied and separated children have been documented by UNHCR, but many are thought to have been undetected. The cause of separation is thought to be physical separation due to violence in Draskani, orphanhood as a result of the death of parents/caregivers, and separation during flight to Genesis, but there could be other causes. There is a general willingness to care for the children by refugee and host community families, mostly because of their shared ethnicity, language, and religion. Many children were spontaneously ‘fostered’ during flight or upon arrival, and were therefore not identified during registration by UNHCR.

· There is a desperate need to formally identify, document and monitor unaccompanied and separated children, and to provide them with targeted support including family tracing and reunification services and alternative care arrangements. In some instances, children’s cases may require additional safeguards that can be offered by best interest determination (BID) procedures. It is expected that the team in Abbania will need to coordinate with UNHCR, partners in Abbania Region, Genesis and Draskani, refugee and host communities.

· Among some communities and groups, religious leaders have been ‘explaining’ the on-going hardships the population face as punishment from gods and spirits angered by the loss of traditional customs and beliefs.  As a result, some communities have become increasingly fundamentalist and there are new patterns of repression of women emerging as a coping mechanism to ‘protect’ women, including restricting movement and early marriage.  

· There have been a small number of confirmed cases of the targeted rape, killing and maiming, recruitment, abduction and arbitrary detention of civilians, including children.  There are unsubstantiated rumours of children being trafficked across the border into Draksani, including of children abducted and trafficked by the Draksani armed groups.

· The landslides triggered by the earthquake in the Central Mountain district has caused the movement of landmines in previously marked areas into new unmarked areas in East Abbania.   There have been a small number of cases of landmine-related casualties among IDPs and there is increased panic and fear of movement as a result.    

C. HUMANITARIAN CONTEXT AT BEGINNING OF SIMULATION
At the start of the simulation, participants are informed of the following state of affairs:

COLLINSTOWN:

· High security risk. Mobility limited
· The response to the attempted assassination in Jelton City has resulted in major police crackdown nationwide on ethnic Abbanians engaged in political activities
Result has been mass rioting largely between ethnic Abbanian and Denverite male youth groups
JELTON:

· During a visit to Jelton City for the Mayor’s birthday, there was another assassination attempt on the life of the President, General Glaynor 
· A tribal group affiliated with the ALA have claimed responsibility 

· Has resulted in a nation-wide declared State of Emergency

ABBANIA:

· Draskani: Heavy fighting on border of Genesis between Draskani Army & Movement for Draskani Freedom  (MDF) resulted in influx of additional 15,000 refugees into Abbania 
· A police officer was murdered in a temporary IDP/refugee camp in the East during a riot
· Heavy fighting between ALA and GA including aerial bombardment in civilian areas 

D. SOME KEY DATA YOU CAN GIVE
Collinstown

· Number of separated and unaccompanied children: 500

· Number of children in residential care: unknown
· Number of IDP camps: 6

· Population of IDP camps: 80,000 (average 13,300 per camp, approx. 50 % children)
· Juveniles in detention: 200

Jelton

· Number of separated and unaccompanied children: 600

· Number of children in residential care: unknown

· Number of IDP camps: 3

· Population of IDP camps: 9000 (average 3000 per camp, 50 % children)

· Ministry of Social Welfare: 3 staff

Abbania

· Approximately 2,000 separated and unaccompanied refugee children

· Number of separated and unaccompanied children: unknown

IDP/Refugee Update in Abbania
· Protracted refugee situation as a result of violence and conflict in neighbouring Draskani
· 250,000 refugees have been registered by UNHCR in Abbania, with 12,000 more expected to arrive in the next 3 months

· 74% refugees are women and children

· The majority of refugees are registered and accessing services in Abbania town

· A smaller number are accessing protection and assistance in a UNHCR refugee camp that has been established 40km north of Abbania town (an area that is remote and under-developed economically)

· The camp currently has 9,000 refugees and is being expanded to accommodate a further 11,000 in the next 3 months

· Refugees are living in relative peace with host communities, partly due to their shared ethnicity and language (Abbanian), and religion (Annimism)
· The host communities in Abbania Region have also been affected by the situation in Genesis, including the arrival of IDPs fleeing the situation elsewhere in the country:

· There are approximately 400,000 internally displaced persons (IDP) in Abbania

· At least 50% IDPs are children

· The number of separated and unaccompanied IDP children is unknown

· UNHCR is responsible for the refugee response operation in Genesis and also plays a role in responding to the IDP situation

· The Government of Genesis is vocal in its support for the refugees from Draskani, however the political situation in the Abbania region means that the government is unwilling and unable to offer direct protection and assistance to refugees 

· UNHCR coordinates and communicates effectively with the Government of Genesis, and with the local authorities and leaders in Abbania

MAP OF GENESIS
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� The ALA is a resistance armed group primarily located in Abbania, in the North-West of Genesis. It is discussed in more detail below.
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