Advocacy in Abbania
Reintegrating Children Associated with Armed Forces 

and Armed Groups
Child Protection Specialist, Field Office, Abbania 

You are a Senior Protection Officer with UNICEF, based in Abbania in the country of Genesis. You have been in your current job now for six weeks. 

You have been receiving reports that ethnic Abbanian children who are currently living in the East of Abbania in temporary IDP camps, are experiencing some concerning harassment from local police and soldiers in the area. 

You understand that in particular, the children that are being targeted are those who have been recruited by the Abbanian Liberation Army and who have now been released. 

These children (some as young as 12) are attempting to return and reintegrate back into their communities. It is not clear why they were released or when they will be able to return to their homelands.

You have been told that there is a particular group of children who are routinely harassed, arrested and interrogated by local police in the area. You have received reports from local aid workers that some have been badly beaten whilst being detained. 

The Police Commander for Abbania, former Colonel Jackson, is a notoriously “difficult” personality.  He is a powerful man and he knows it. A strong advocate for increased military action in Abbania, he maintains close ties with all government military units in the region. Known for having a temper and resentful of humanitarian activity in Abbania, he has called for the withdrawal of all international staff. A strong-willed man, he has the respect of his colleagues and police officers.
You have arranged for a meeting with Colonel Jackson to discuss the situation.  

A Child Protection colleague will accompany you.  S/he is a Genesian national with 5 years experience with UNICEF, and you trust his/her advice.  You have 10 minutes to discuss with your colleague your strategy of how you will approach Col Jackson ultimately all decisions are ultimately up to you.
Questions to consider:

· What are your interests in this case?  Your needs?

· What do you think are the interests/needs of Col Jackson?

· What will be your strategy in approaching Col Jackson? What are you hoping to come away with?
Child Protection Officer, Field Office, Abbania
You are a member of the Child Protection team with UNICEF, based in Abbania in the country of Genesis. You are a Genesian national with five years experience with UNICEF. 

You have been receiving reports that ethnic Abbanian children who are currently living in the East of Abbania in temporary IDP camps, are experiencing some concerning harassment from local police and soliders in the area. 

You understand that in particular, the children that are being targeted are those who have been recruited by the Abbanian Liberation Army and who have now been released. 

These children (some as young as 12) are attempting to return and reintegrate back into their communities. It is not clear why they were released or when they will be able to return to their homelands.

You have been told that there is a particular group of children who are routinely harassed, arrested and interrogated by local police in the area. You have received reports from local aid workers that some have been badly beaten whilst being detained.
The Police Commander for Abbania, former Colonel Jackson, is a notoriously “difficult” personality.  He is a powerful man and he knows it. A strong advocate for increased military action in Abbania, he maintains close ties with all military units in the region. Known for having a temper and resentful of humanitarian activity in Abbania, he has called for the withdrawal of all international staff. A strong-willed man, he has the respect of his colleagues and police officers. You have known/worked with him for quite a while now so you are aware of his reputation and have a reasonable relationship with him thus far.
The Child Protection Specialist in Abbania has arranged for a meeting with Colonel Jackson to discuss the situation.  S/he has been in her current assignment for six weeks now.  You will accompany him/her.

You have ten minutes to discuss with your colleague your strategy for approaching Col Jackson.  
Questions for consideration:

· What are your interests in this case?  Your needs?

· What do you think are the interests/needs of Col Jackson?

· What will be your strategy in approaching Col Jackson? What are you hoping to come away with?

Col Jackson, Police Commander, Abbania

You are Colonel Jackson, the Police Commander for Abbania.  You are a seasoned combat veteran with a reputation for toughness and have been appointed head of the police force in Abbania, you believe, because of that reputation.  

Last week you received a call from one of your officers furious that a UNICEF staff member had shown up at one of the local police stations angrily demanding that several juveniles in custody be released immediately and accusing the police of committing grave human rights violations.

Yesterday, a UNICEF Child Protection Specialist called to request a meeting with you.  You agreed.  The meeting will take place in 10 minutes.

For you, there are several issues involved.
1. First, you do not appreciate your officers being told what to do by humanitarians. You are insulted on behalf of your officers at the arrogance of these aid workers who do not have a full awareness of the issues.
2. You believe that these children have not been ‘released’ from the ALA but rather are here to engage in terrorist activities within the camp. You see their presence as a major security risk. You take your role of providing protection for the citizens of Abbania very seriously and you believe you have the support of some members of the IDP community who are also uncomfortable with the presence of returned child soldiers.

3. You are aware of the fact that certain members of the police force may go too far in their interrogation tactics but also believe that they are being provoked, are under a great deal of stress and are doing the best they can. You strongly believe in supporting your men.
4. You would like to know why ‘the UN’ are happy to support IDPs but do not seem to do anything to support local actors, whether the host community or the various institutions that exist in Abbania.

The UNICEF Child Protection Specialist is new to Abbania and you have never met him/her.  But S/he will be accompanied by a UNICEF Child Protection Officer, a Genesian national with whom you have met several times before and respect.  If you do not like the Child Protection Specialist’s approach to the discussion, you may prefer to speak to the Child Protection Officer, whom you know and who shares your nationality. This CP Officer has been with UNICEF for 5 years.
Questions for consideration:

· What are your interests in this case?  Your needs?
· What do you think are the interests/needs of the Senior CP Officer?

· What will be your approach with him/her?

