3.1 Child Participation Lesson Plan 

SESSION OVERVIEW

Session Title:			Child Participation (140 mins)
Revision Date:			September 2013
Last revised by:			Lucretia Batchelor and Sara Lim Bertrand
Aim of Session (Overview):
This session aims to explore and strengthen participant knowledge, skills and attitudes toward child participation. 

Participants will be encouraged to discuss and debate obstacles to participation, before being introduced to practical approaches and tools that can help to overcome them and to achieve meaningful participation in CPIE programmes. Particular reference will be made to participatory assessment and child-friendly procedures.

	Session Objectives
	After this session, participants will:
· Understand the legal foundation of children’s participation
· Be familiar with the theory and practice of meaningful participation 
· Be aware of obstacles to participation and practices for overcoming them
· Understand how child-friendly procedures can be implemented to strengthen protection


	Key learning points/ key messages
	· Understandings of childhood differ globally, influencing socio-cultural attitudes towards children and child participation.
· Child participation is fundamental to child protection, and needs to be operationalized throughout an emergency response.
· Participatory assessment is an important way to ensure that boys and girls of all ages and backgrounds are at the center of decision-making concerning their protection and well-being.
· Child-friendly procedures should be accessible; participatory; Informed; age appropriate; respectful; confidential; timely; stimulating; supportive; safe; and inclusive


	Linked modules or context/rationale in which session is to be run
	All, in particular:
· Child Rights and Responding to Violations
· Best Interests of the Child
· Child Protection Rapid Assessment


	Preparation
	· Handouts printed
· Order participant copies of UNHCR Listen and Learn: Participatory Assessment with Children and Adolescents, 2012 (one per participant)
· Pre-prepared flip-chart of Roger Hart’s Ladder of Young People’s Participation
· Identification of team members for the debate

	
Equipment

	
PowerPoint (PPT)
2 flip-chart stands
Flip-chart paper
Marker pens
Wall pins/blu-tac


	Handouts or additional session resources
	· Handout: Case studies of participation in CPIE
· Handout: Principles of a child-friendly approach (taken from UNHCR, Guidance Note: Child Friendly Procedures, draft)
· Handout: Child-friendly procedures group activity


	Facilitator documents

	· UNICEF, The Evolving Capacities of the Child, 2005
· Save the Children, Practice Standards in Child Participation, 2005
· Jason Hart, Children’s Participation in Humanitarian Action
· Committee on the Rights of the Child General Comment – The Right to be Heard
· UNHCR, Listen and Learn: Participatory Assessment with Children and Adolescents, 2012
· Save the Children, Guidelines for Children’s Participation in Humanitarian Programming, 2013
· Save the Children, Children’s Participation in the Analysis, Planning and Design of Programmes, 2013


	Background materials for participants
	· UNHCR, Listen and Learn: Participatory Assessment with Children and Adolescents, 2012
· UNICEF, The Evolving Capacities of the Child, 2005
· Save the Children, Practice Standards in Child Participation, 2005



SESSION PLAN
	Activity
	Timing
	Facilitator’s Notes
	Methodology & Required Resources

	Introduction and the legal basis for children’s right to participate

	10 mins
	· Introduce session objectives
· Introduce participants to Sir William Blackstone, author of Commentaries on the Laws of England in the 18th Century, who recorded that in 1758:
· Child abduction was not theft in the legal sense, unless the child was wearing clothes. The breach of law was not that a clothed child was abducted, but that his or her clothes were stolen.
· Underscore that in England in 1758 children had no legal status, no human rights, and certainly no voice.
· Bridge into the current international legal framework-

International legal framework
· State that participation, like best interests, is a general principle of the CRC - it is recognized as a right in itself as well as a means to secure other rights
· Bridge into next slide on UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) Article 12.1 on child participation. Note:
· Widespread ratification of the CRC advancing children’s participation marked a shift away from idea of children as passive recipients, a dominant view since rise of the basic-needs approach in the 1970s which propagated idea of children as homogeneous via universal prescription of needs.
· Participation counteracts assumption that all children are the same, and prevents against interventions that seek to impose inappropriate universal prescriptions.
· Note that principle of participation is also underlined in humanitarian standards such as HAP, Sphere, CPMS and the humanitarian Code of Conduct.
	· PPT

	Conception of childhood
	10 mins
	· Reference the evolution in understanding of ‘childhood’ as highlighted by reference to Sir Blackstone’s commentaries. Ask participants how they think culture and society influence childhood worldwide?
· Probe participants to think about the following factors and their influence on the meaning of ‘childhood’ in different contexts:
· Social roles
· Gender
· Marital status
· Religious rituals
· Customary rituals
· Conclude that understandings of childhood differ globally, influencing socio-cultural attitudes towards children and child participation.
	· PPT
· Flip-chart paper and marker pens

	The Ladder of Young People’s Participation
	25 mins
	· Introduce Roger Hart’s Ladder of Young People’s Participation using PPT and a pre-prepared flip-chart featuring the ladder
· Review the ladder in plenary

· Introduce group activity using the flip-chart ladder and handout on case studies of participation in child protection in emergencies, and:
· Ask participants to review the case-studies, consider where they would place the example on the ladder and why
· In plenary, discuss how ‘meaningful’ the examples of children’s participation are and ways in which they could be improved
· Explain that it isn’t always possible to move from no or low-levels of participation to the top of the ladder. However, the ladder can help visualize progress towards the higher rungs
	· PPT
· Flip-chart with Ladder of Young People’s Participation
· Handout: Case studies of participation in CPIE	Comment by Lucretia Batchelor: This activity is a new addition, materials have not yet been developed for this handout


	Debate
	40 mins
	· Divide participants into two teams, in preparation for a debate on the statement ‘children’s views should inform the design of child protection programmes in emergencies’
· Assign teams the following positions:
· Red Team: For
· Blue Team: Against
· Ask teams to formulate three arguments to substantiate their position for or against
· Ask teams to identify a Speaker to put forward the arguments
· Facilitator note: As the Chair for the debate, you are responsible for opening, closing and controlling the debate, and being the time-keeper 
· Open the debate and invite Speakers to deliver their arguments in the following order:
· Red Team: For 
· Blue Team: Against 
· Give each Speaker a few minutes to confer with their teams on one counter-argument
· Open the floor to counter-arguments in the following order:
· Red Team: Counter-argument
· Blue Team: Counter-argument
· Close the debate

· In plenary, ask participants if other points could have been made to substantiate either position (for or against)

· If not already mentioned, consider adding the following points on children’s participation:
· It is a right
· It contributes to children’s personal development
· It offers children the opportunity to contribute to positive changes in their communities
· It can lead to increased empowerment and motivation
· It protects children with greater awareness of their rights, children and young people are more likely to voice concerns
· It promotes children’s capacities for civic engagement, tolerance, respect for others and the inclusion of marginalized children
· It can help children receive better-targeted and more relevant services.
· It encourages children to think for themselves, and to formulate and express their views
· It promotes positive interaction with others
· It improves programme and programme efficiency
· It helps adults to better understand children and their situations
· It improves how we do things by bringing new perspectives and issues to our attention
· It helps organizations and services to be more effective, appropriate, relevant and sustainable
	· PPT
· 2 flip-chart stands, paper and marker pens for teams

	Participation in emergencies
	15 mins
	· Explain that participatory assessment puts boys and girls of all ages and backgrounds at the center of decision-making regarding their protection and well-being.
· Note that assessment can be done throughout the project cycle (i.e. assessments, analysis, planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation) in emergencies

· Illustrate this point with the PPT on use of drawing methodologies to promote children’s participation
· Highlight the importance of using locally appropriate participatory techniques.
· Remember to think about specific considerations for:
· The participation of younger children
· Children and adolescents with disabilities
· Children and adolescents from socially excluded groups
· Explain that drawing methodologies are sometimes used as they:
· Provide children with time to think about the discussion topic 
· Increase memory retrieval 
· Help children to organize their thoughts 
· Prompt children to tell more than they would during a purely verbal interaction
· Remind participants that people will interpret pictures differently so it is important not to make assumptions, but rather to use the pictures as a catalyst for further discussion

· Handout copies of the UNHCR Tool Listen and Learn
· Provide overview of some participatory methods presented in Listen and Learn for the mapping of protection risks 
· Ask participants for other ideas on how children can participate in emergencies and emergency responses
	· PPT
· Copies of UNHCR Listen and Learn

	Child friendly procedures
	10 mins
	· Ask participants if they know what child friendly procedures are
· If necessary, prompt that child-friendly procedures are: accessible; participatory; informed; age appropriate; respectful; confidential; timely; stimulating; supportive; safe; and inclusive
· Give participants the handout on principles of a child-friendly approach
· Provide participants with an overview of three steps to child-friendly procedures:
1. Physical environment within which the procedure is conducted
2. Attitudes, behavior and skills of adults conducting/supporting the procedure
3. Information shared with children regarding the procedure
· Briefly review the three steps in plenary discussion with participants, encouraging them to share good examples from the field
· Briefly review practical examples illustrated by PPT if necessary
	· PPT
· Flip-chart paper and marker pens
· Handout: Principles of a child-friendly approach

	Child friendly procedures activity
	25 mins
	· Put participants into four groups and give each group a handout on the child-friendly procedures group activity
· Explain that groups are recently arrived Child Protection teams working with UNHCR and have been asked to review child-friendly procedures in four different settings (reception, refugee registration, best interest processes and a UNHCR field office) and to make three recommendations
· Time permitting, encourage groups to use drawings and drama to make recommendations
· In formulating their recommendations, groups should consider:
· The physical environment within which the procedure is conducted
· Attitudes, behavior and skills of adults conducting/supporting the procedure
· Information shared with children regarding the procedure
· Give groups 15 minutes before asking them to share their recommendations in plenary
	· Flip-chart paper and marker pens
· Handout: Child Friendly Procedures Group Activity

	Close
	5 mins
	· Take final questions before closing the session
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