ABBANIA
Assessment Mission Quotes

Please note:
These quotes were created for the conflict simulation in the fictitious country scenario of Genesis.  This version of the exercise was specifically developed for the Child Protection in Emergencies Training for Standby Partners.  If it is to be used for other Child Protection capacity-building processes, this will have to be reviewed and edited in order to simulate a response to a different type of hazard or a different emergency situation/ country context. 

For the exercise - set up three “regions” or affected areas at the training site to be visited by assessment teams.  

In each area, put on tables/around the room:
1. Quotes from Key Informant Interviews from one of the affected areas.  Note that these quotes should draw directly as possible context-specific answers to the Sample Key Informant Interview Tool from the CPWG Child Protection Rapid Assessment Toolkit.  If in the country in question this tool has been adapted to the country context, the quotes should be drawn as possible answers to the country-specific tool.  For the Genesis scenario/simulation, these quotes have been developed for Duliman district of western Abbania.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Download and print appropriate 15 – 20 sample images of the type of disaster on which you have selected to work. Tape the images to walls in the “affected areas.”  These images should depict those situations/issues that have been included in the Direct Observation Tool of the CPWG Child Protection Rapid Assessment.  


You are visiting a number of makeshift camps and villages in the rural area of Duliman district, in the western part of Abbania. Recently the Genesian Armed Forces launched renewed attacks against the ALA on areas near the border with Draskani. As a result, many civilians fled the area and have formed temporary camps some distance from the border. The ALA has granted humanitarian actors access and the government has granted permission “at your own risk”. 

“We had to run from our village – we were attacked!  It was the middle of the day – the children were in school, and now we don’t know where they are.  I am scared that my children have been killed!!!  It was madness – people being killed, people being attacked, everywhere!!  They were attacking our sons. We don’t know where our children are – did they run??  Were they killed?!?!  How can we know???”  Teacher 


“We are scared – we hear that in some places, people have left bombs and booby-traps.  One of the children picked up a doll and it exploded – she was killed!!  Who would do that?!?  Where can we be safe??  The kill us in our villages, and then they kill us where we have gone to be safe!”  Abbanian Village Leader, just arrived   
  


“Some of the girls are scared.  This is a very strange situation for us…I have heard rumors that some of the girls from the village have been hurt by the rebel soldiers...  This is very strange in our society – I hear that it happens in other places, but we never imagined that it would happen to our girls here….”  
Women’s Committee Leader 


“You are always the same, you humanitarian workers. You come here to help people from Draskani or people who have left their homes. But what about us? We are suffering as well. This area has been attacked by the Army and attacked by the rebels and no one helps us. We have no schools, no clinics, nothing for years! And you want to ask questions about people who have just arrived and are taking the little we have?!! ”
Village Leader, Host Community, Duliman District 

“There have been some cases.  I have seen 5 cases of rape.  Some women, some girls. They say that it was the enemy…but I don’t know – who is the enemy these days? Army? Police? ALA?  In one case, she told me eventually that it was someone from her community who has just arrived here – a man that has been bothering her to get married…   I have heard rumours that there are more cases. I only know the ones who have come to me.  I have lost all my supplies – there is not much that I can do”   Female Community Health Worker
“My son came home yesterday and told me his friend had been kidnapped returning from the fields the other day. His mother has no idea where he is. My son won’t tell me who took him – he says he doesn’t know. But I know it was the Army that took him. I won’t let my boy out of my sight since then. But now who will help feed us?”
Mother from village


“I have lost my daughter. Please help me find her. The planes were dropping bombs and there was shooting and so much noise. I held onto her hand as tight as I could but there were too many people, all running away. I let go of her hand for only a second but now she is gone. You must help me find her. She is only 12 years old!”
Mother, Draskani Refugee


“My grandson has been missing for over a week. Some people are saying that he must of gotten lost when the ALA and Army began to fight near our village. We all headed here. But I couldn’t find him the day before the fighting began. I know the ALA took him – just as they took his older brother 6 months ago. You think just because I’m Abbanian I like the ALA! I hate them! They are stealing our sons!!!”
Grandfather
“I am tired of hearing these lies being told about the ALA. Yes, I have also heard of girls being attacked. But it is the Army who is doing the attacking, not the ALA. The ALA fought the Army to protect my village against those men! In other places they have not been successful and this is what those Denverite men do.”
Abbanian IDP, Female

“No, there is no rape in our society.  I know of this – I have heard of it happening in your societies, but not in ours.  We protect our women – our women and girls are good, pure.  This does not happen here, and now we are protecting them – this is not happening.” 
Village Leader


“We ran – they attacked our village during the day, our children were in school.  We all ran – all in different directions.  And now we don’t know where our children are.  How can we find them? It is so dangerous everywhere… There is violence everywhere.  We are so scared. I cannot imagine how scared the children must be”.    
Abbanian Village Leader


“A man came up to me and offered me money and work for my daughter. He told me she would be safe and would work in country where there is no war. And that the money she would send us could put all of my children through school.I will not sell her like she is a mule. But I know others who are desperate. Maybe they will.”
Mother, recently arrived from village near Draskani border.


“We are taking the injured children away – this is no place for them.  It is madness, what is happening here.  We are trying to keep the peace, but we cannot.  This is something we can do.  We are medically evacuating the most injured children, so that at least they will have a chance to survive.  This place is not safe for them.”
Genesis Police Officer


“Why did they come here?!? These Denverites?! They left their village – they say to get away from their suffering from the fighting. It is their people that are causing the suffering! Not ours! And then they come here and cause suffering??  They come here and cause us misery?  To attack us?? To kill our children and families?!?!  They are not welcome here!!!  They must go back – they must go, they have come only to cause conflict!!”  
Abbanian village member, male


“I came here to escape the fighting in my village, and for what??  To be attacked!?!?  I am glad I left my children with my sister in another village – it is not the best place for them, but at least they will not be killed by their neighbour!!  
Abbanian IDP Leader (Denverite)


“I am taking care of some of the young ones – we don’t know where their families are.  There are 25 children I am taking care of all the time… I am also taking care of the other children in the camp during the day when their parents are busy trying to do many things…   Many of the children here in the camp cannot sleep – they have nightmares of the violence. They saw other children killed and attacked.  One of my daughters has stopped talking, and she won’t eat.  Her twin sister is missing.  We don’t know what to do, how to help our children with their fear. I wish I knew how to help the children.” Female, part-time Community Worker  
 “A 9 year old girl came to be yesterday and when I asked where her parents were, she said: I am with my neighbor now, she is taking care of me.  I was scared – crazy scary things happened in my village.  I don’t want to talk about it…  at least now I found my neighbor. She is kind.  But she tells me we cannot go home.  I want to go home.  Where are my parents? I am scared for my brother – I saw him attacked, I want to know he’s ok…  Where are my friends.  I don’t know where anything or anyone is now. What can we do for girls like this? There are so many of them…” 
Midwife and Community Worker, Female 
“My husband is very worried and stressed.  Our house was burned down –for now it is too dangerous to go back to our village, so we are staying here.  But now we hear the Government will move us again. There are women who say that only women and children go to this new camp. That the men are never heard from again. My husband gets so angry with me sometimes when I try to talk to him about these things. Yes…Sometimes he gets very angry. Now my son and daughter are having nightmares. And I have no idea what to do about any of it.”
Female IDP 
 “I am worried about the children.  They are always crying.  They are not sleeping.  There is nowhere for them to feel safe.  Our villages, this district, is no longer a safe place…  There are dangers everywhere…” 
Local Teacher


“A man who claimed to be an important Abbanian leader went to the school.  We don’t know him, but he got our children excited – he told them they must fight for our people.  He got all of the young people excited, to join him.  He said he needed young men to fight, and young women to support the fighters.  Some of our children went with him.  My daughter went with him.  She is 16, she thinks she is an adult.  I tried to stop her, but she didn’t listen.  She told me it is her responsibility as a good Abbanian to protect our people.  What could I do??”  
Abbanian Mother, Women’s Committee Leader


“I am glad leaders are mobilizing our young people – they have much energy!  They can help to protect us!  They must help to protect us!!  What else can we do – we are under attack!!  I would rather my children went to school, could live a peaceful life, but this is not possible anymore.  The war must continue until Abbanians have the right to rule for ourselves.”  
Abbanian Ethnic Leader  

