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From “Desk Review” (CPRA Session)
· While it is accepted that there are large numbers of separated children throughout the country, there is no sense of the scale and no knowledge on the dynamics and patterns of separation.  The ICRC has a Restoring Family Links programme in Genesis, but there are no specific programmes targeting separated and unaccompanied children.  
· IDP Women’s groups have reported that their displacement has been characterized by increased exposure to GBV, including sexual violence, domestic violence, and early marriage.   
Social Norms and Community-Based Mechanisms 
Age of majority/adulthood 
· The social norms around age of maturity/adulthood are common across both Abbanian and Denverite ethnic groups.  
· The traditional age of maturity for girls is at the time of menstruation. While there has been a traditional practice of childhood marriage, years of relative peace and economic prosperity in Genesis resulted in a decrease in this practice.  There are concerns this practice has increased since 2009.
· Upon reaching the age of 15, boys participate in a manhood ceremony which takes place at the community level, after which they are considered men and available for marriage.  There is a strong traditional norm among all ethnic groups in Genesis that the eldest unmarried male in each family is responsible to contribute to the safety and security of the community.  
Role of women and care for children
· In Abbania society, women and men have traditionally worked side by side with relative equality within the Abbanian family, albeit with separate and well-defined roles.  Previous years of relative peace and economic prosperity were characterized with increased social roles and empowerment of women.  As a result, both men and women tend to form strong community ties and community groups can be found among many communities.   
· According to Animist beliefs, their own community should care for children.  Amongst the more religious Abbania ethnic group as well as among some Denverite communities, there is a strong history of extended families as well as community leaders providing care for children whose parents have left the community (for work etc) or orphans.  
· Communities have developed new ways to cope with the increase in both risks and cases of sexual violence resulting from economic, social and political breakdown that has characterized the conflict in Genesis.  In response to traditional norms around the non-marriageability of girls/women who have been raped, one of the forms of community justice that has emerged is for perpetrators of rape to marry their victims.  Victims who do not abide by this practice are often ostracized from their communities.   
· In urban areas where traditional practices are less common, there is a strong push for institutional care for children separated from their primary caregivers. In some cases, children have been reported as being placed in institutional care by single parents and those experiencing severe poverty.
Regional Specific Info on Separation and Violence
· Denver Region/Collinstown:
· The MoSW as well as religious and women’s groups have established residential care institutions for especially vulnerable children.  These are providing care for the high numbers of IDP children who are arriving in Collinstown without their parents.  There have been a number of reports of children with impoverished caregivers (and/or single parents) abandoned to these centres. 
· There have been increased incidents of GBV within the IDP/Refugee communities in the camps.  This includes increased sexual violence perpetrated against adolescent girls and women, with no information available on the perpetrators.   As a result of the traditional norms and response to sexual violence, it is assumed that there is significant under reporting of rape.   Women and children have reported increased exposure to domestic violence, believed to be a result of increased frustration among the displaced.   
· With the influx of displaced persons into urban areas in Collinstown and beyond, there has been a notable increase in sex workers on the streets. It is believed many of these sex workers are young IDP or refugee girls.

· Jelton Region:
· School attendance is extremely low throughout the Jelton Region. In the last few months, reported attendance has dropped below half and of those still attending, a very small percentage are girls.
· Reasons for this include community protection measures (schools are not safe; early marriage as a response) and child labour
· Not much info on care arrangements in Jelton. Residential care not really used – community based care seems to be preferred option
· Small regional MoSW office. Small MoE office

· Abbania Region:
· Most IDP families have been displaced as a result of two separate unrelated dynamics: 
· Organized Government relocation of IDPs into organized camps in Abbania
· Displacement due to the landslides in the east of 
· As per traditional Animist beliefs and tradition, extended families and communities have begun to care for children who have been separated from their primary care givers.  In some locations where entire communities have generally been displaced together, these care arrangements are being set up by pre-existing community-based women’s networks who have quickly re-mobilized where they have settled.   
· No MoSW or MoE office/Representatives
· IDP/Refugee Update in Abbania
· Protracted refugee situation as a result of violence and conflict in neighbouring Draskani
· 250,000 refugees have been registered by UNHCR in Abbania, with 12,000 more expected to arrive in the next 3 months
· 74% refugees are women and children
· The majority of refugees are registered and accessing services in Abbania town
· A smaller number are accessing protection and assistance in a UNHCR refugee camp that has been established 40km north of Abbania town (an area that is remote and under-developed economically)
· The camp currently has 9,000 refugees and is being expanded to accommodate a further 11,000 in the next 3 months
· Refugees are living in relative peace with host communities, partly due to their shared ethnicity and language (Abbanian), and religion (Annimism)
· The host communities in Abbania Region have also been affected by the situation in Genesis, including the arrival of IDPs fleeing the situation elsewhere in the country:
· There are approximately 400,000 internally displaced persons (IDP) in Abbania
· At least 50% IDPs are children
· The number of separated and unaccompanied IDP children is unknown
· UNHCR is responsible for the refugee response operation in Genesis and also plays a role in responding to the IDP situation
· The Government of Genesis is vocal in its support for the refugees from Draskani, however the political situation in the Abbania region means that the government is unwilling and unable to offer direct protection and assistance to refugees 
· UNHCR coordinates and communicates effectively with the Government of Genesis, and with the local authorities and leaders in Abbania
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